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SING!...Jackle HIiding direct the high school chorus during their performance at the Fall 
Sing. Junior high choruses also performed at the concert. (photo by Kellen Levisen) 
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,Christmas concert ·coming up for 
Rigg� band and chorus� members· · 

Riggs High music department 
will present'their annual Christmas 
gift. to the community Dec. 20, at 
7:30 p.m. when the -82-member 
choir and the ban_d perform in con
cert at the Riggs Tfleatre. 

The Riggs All-State Chorus will 
also perform. Their number will be 
"Exultate Just In Domino". It will 
be their first home concert ap-
pearance. 

The choir's repertoire for the 
Christmas concert includes 
"Gospel Mass". by Robert Ray; . 
"Echo Song" by Orlando di 'Lasso· 
traditional Christmas carols; and � 
Spanish carol, ".Rill Rill Chill." 

Choir director Jackie Hilding 
looks forward to the concert. 
"After the Fall Sing, we're en
thusiastic and e�cited about per
forming in the new theatre again," 
she said. 

She noted that both the choir 
· and accompanists - are putting in
long hours of practice in prepara
tion for the concert. Accompanists
are Liz Magness,  . Jonette
Wellhouse, Jennifer Woster, Gary
Jorgenson, Chris Shaw, Stuart
Stofferahn; and Ronnie Sines.

·The band, under the direction of
Paul Upsahl, will also perform.

The concert is free and the
public is invited.
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�lll.Ji�lil1 GOVERNOR 
H jsto-ric Society
takes- Governor

for state files
Riggs High School has been of

. fered .a chance to submit the 
Governor to the State Historical 
Society for the state archives. 
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RIGGS HIGH G_OVERNOR - PIERRE, S.D. 57501 NOVEMBER 21, 1984 VOL. XLIII NO. 7 A few colleges have pub,lica
tions in the archives, but Pierre 
Riggs High will be the only high 
school, according to Laura -Glum, 
manuscript curator, at the. State 
Historical Society. 

Senior vote shows national views 
by- Robbie Miller 

One hundred five seniors took 
part in the National Student Parent 
Mock election last month. Seniors 
voted on the national elections as 
well as three "issues", according 
to Mr. Kurth, government teacher. 

The issue dealing with the 
"build-up of our nuclear strength 
as the. best means to keep the 
peace", failed 59 to 46. 

Issue number two dealt with "an 
increase in taxes to reduce the 
federal deficit". This issue was 

· qverwhelmingly defeated with 28·
voting yes and 77 voting no.

Increasing federal ai'd to educa
tion at the cost of defense and . 
social programs was the subject of 
the third issue. it also tailed 55 to 
so� 

Students also voted on national 
· elections. Their . voting closely

paralleled the outcome of the na-
. tional elections. President Reagan
defeated Walter Mondale 79 to 26 ..
Larry Pressler· soundly defeated
George Cunningham 89 to 16. Tom
Daschle beat challenger Dale Bell 

. by 66 to 39. 
Voter turnout · was quite good, 

according to Mr. Kurth. Roughly 69 
percent of all those registered ac
tually voted. Of some 187 seniors, 
-151 registered to vote and 105
voted in the mock election. 

Mr. Kurth led his students in a 
5-10 minute discussion of every
candidate. and issue. He said this
helped the seniors make up their
minds by hearing opinions from
their classmates.

The 1984 election proved to be 
one of the few surprises. 

President Reagan led in the 
polls all through the election, and 
his victory was no surprise. He car
ried ·every state except Minnesota 
and the District of Columbia. More 
electoral votes were won by the 
Reagan/Bush ticket than by any 
other in history, despite such 
Democratic strong points as a 
woman vice-presidential candidate 
and large b�ack voter registration · 
drives. 

Tom Daschle, a man who has 
already. served several congres
sional terms, won by a narrow 
margin. Challenger Dale Bell ran a 
very controversial campaign with 
. his "punchcards", which stressed 
Daschle's record. 

The race between RepubJJcan 
Senator Larry Pressler and 
Democratic challenger George 
Cunningham · was not nearly as 
close. Both candidates ran sound 
campaigns, with Pressler emerg-

. ing as the winner by a 3 to 1 
margin. 

In a five way race for District 2.4 
(Hughes, Potter, Sully) State 

· Representative Republicans Ben
ny Gross and Bernie Christenson
won.

.State Senator Homer Harding 
. ran unopposed in his bid for re.

election. 
' High voter turnout showed the 

. democratic process still at work. 
Americans look toward the future 
with ho·pe as the new�y elected of
ficials strive to' solve our nations 

. problems. 

All future issues as well as any 
back issues will be transferred to 
microfilm this year. "Mrs. Glum 
told us someone had picked up an 
issue of the Governor downtown 
and after lo.oking it over, 'the staff 
felt it ·carried enough information 
to merit its addition to the ar
chives," said Mrs. Laitala, Gover
nor adviser. "Naturally the staff is 
delighted." 

Tt,e state archives holds many 
South Dakota newspapers and 
other publications which are of in
terest to South Dakotans. The 
public may gain access to ar:iy of 
the publications by simply going to 
the Historical Research Center in 
the . basement of the Robinson 
Museum. 

'Mrs. Glum says that the archives 
are used by_ the Governor's staff 
and people doing historical 
research, as wel� as by people who 
simply. want to read about 
themselves when they·were in high 
school. 

FIRST TIME ... Senior Bqb Sahr practices his right to vote as he accepts a 1984 ballot from an 
election official at Ward 5. (Photo by Dan Fischer) 

Governor staff merilb�Hs will be 
compiling current and past issues 
of the Governor during the next 
few months. 

High School reports 
theft of equip�ent 

The choru� room was without a 
stereo for the last few weeks, 

· thanks to a theft on the weekend of
November 3-4. 

The chorus room lock had been 
tampered with but was unbroken. 
The thief apparently broke the lock 
on the band room door and had 
gained. entrance to the chorus 
room through the connecting 
hallway, according to Mrs. Hilding, 
the chorus leacher. 

Mrs. Hilding discovered the theft 
Monday morning and reported it to 
Mr. Merkwan and Mr. Lonbaken. 
Mr. Lonbaken reported the theft to 
the police Tuesday morning. 

The stolen amplifier and tape 
deck were valued at $400. The in
surance cove(ed the theft and the 
equipment was replaced on 
November 14. 

r,:Dec�sions affect future7
Homecommg theme those who have complaints con-

Student Council members have cerning the ceremony. 
tentatively agreed to keep tt,e pre- Members o.f the committee ar.e 
sent homecoming theme, accor- Sheli Bowers, Scott Rounds, Chris 
ding to Principal Gary Merkwan, Shaw, Dawn Witte, and Jennifer 
council adviser. Woster:. 

· "We are not mocking the Indian
people, but in turn, we are trying to 
honor them by includi.ng them in 
one of our more important events 
of the school year," he said recent
ly. 

As the council's study of the 
issue continu�s. a commmittee 
has beeri designated to research 
the complaints direct toward the 
traditional "Indian" theme. ihe 
committee's duties will be to write 
up the purpose bE:lhind the theme 
and why it is used at Riggs. · Members will also try to work
out any1- problems regarding the
theme to try to accommodate

Moving ninth grade 

Pierre School Board accepteQ 
the recommendation by the _study 
committee to leave the ninth 
graders at the Junior High for the· 
1985-86 school year., Pat Adam, 
board prestdent, said that the pro- · 
posal may be reconsidered next 
year. _ 

· Main reasons for the decision to
not move·the freshmen is the fact 
that. it woulq require substantial 
spending to improve facilities. 
Watertown, which has faced the 
same proposal, ,also arrived at the 
same decision. 










